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Abstract: This research focuses on comparison of safety consciousness at the construction sites based on 
local authorities safety acts and standards from Occupational Safety and Health Act 1994 (Act 514) and 
Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB). A few case studies involving construction projects will 
be cany out in BaIu Pahat, johor area Tne accompiishment of this research is base on survey anci 
observation dmng dlstnbmon of questlonnmres by recognrnng the consciousness of the site workers and 
the management team about the site safety, to acquire the problem about site safety and suggest the safety 
consciousness at the construction site. From this study, the comparison of local safety acts and standards 
between the government sectors was quite impressive with averaged 77%, though not perfect; the 
~mplementahon safety and health occupational while for the private sectors was a disappointment wth  
averaged 17%. They did not implement any safety aspects from management level until labor level. The 
case study reveals the level of consciousness especially the private sectors were in unacceptable level and 
immediate action from Human Resources Ministry, Department of Safety and Health POSH)  including 
Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) needed to be taken to improve the situation such as 
sudden site inspection, periodical maintenance for safety management, organize more safety programs and 
implementation of new lawslregulations for more strictly safety stipulations. Hopefully, this study will be 
able to contribute better knowledge and understanding about the importance of safety consciousness for 
construction site. 

Background 

The field of construction safety in Malaysia hzs 
wdergcne  s i ~ . i f ; , c x t  c h z . 6 ~  ever Ihe  PSIS? fix19 

Cecdes. T h e i ~  zie nx~y rezsoiis fcr this. Soiiie. 
of the more prominent ones includes the 
following such as the changes of technological 
that have introduced new hazards at construction 

pro:ifCi2tion sf &7d safe". :egis:z~on 
and corresponding reguiations, increased 
pressure from regu!atory agencies, realization 
that productivity is increased in a safe 
environment, rising safe care and workers' 
compensation costs, a growing interest in einics 
and corporate responsibility, increased pressure 
from the labor organization, workers, and the 
public in general and an increasing number of 
incidents of workplace accidents. 

All of the factors, when taken together, have 
made the job of the modem construction 
professional more challenging and important 
than ever. These factors have also created the 
need for an up-to-date book on construction 
safety that 'contains the latest information needed 
by people whom responsible for safety and 

health in one of the most dangerous industries - 
t ! ~  construction ir?dcstr).. 

. . TL- L-- LC ---- L.....IL.-_ .-d..-&-Z* :.--I:-- S -  
111: LC1111 bUlISLlUbLlVL1 L I L U W C I Y  LIIl~llGD U l G  

existence of a single uniform entity that is the 
builder of all the world's projects. In reality, the 
construction industry is an umbrella concept that 
c,-&-oiiiijasses zr broad &T&y- Gf Specizszed ci&js, 
occupations, and professions. Construction is big 
business in Malaysia, accounting for more than 
hundred millions in value annually and 
employing approximate more than half a million 
peopie. Construction companies both iarge and 
small should be viewed and operated as 
businesses. One key to success m business is 
minim~zing cost. Providing a safe workplace is 
one of the most effective strategies for holding 
down the cost of doing business. 

' f ie  construction industry has changed 
markedly over the years - specialization is just 
one of the ways. All of the changes, whether 
positive or negative, that have occurred in the 
industry have had an effect on the safety of the 
construction job site. In fact, some developments 


















